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Library Card Sign-Up Month reminds students, fami-
lies that libraries are the key to academic success

This September, York County Library is joining the 
American Library Association (ALA) and libraries 
nationwide for Library Card Sign-Up Month, a time 
to remind parents, caregivers, and students that a li-
brary card is the first step towards academic achieve-
ment and lifelong learning.

Libraries play an important role in the education and 
development of children. Studies show that children 
who are read to in the home and who use the library 
perform better in school and are more likely to con-
tinue to use the library as a source of lifetime learning.

This year, Disney and Pixar’s Toy Story 4 characters 
Woody, Buzz Lightyear, Bo Peep, and friends are go-
ing on adventure as Honorary Chairs of Library Card 
Sign-Up Month. In their role, they will promote the 
value of a library card and bring attention to the many 
ways libraries transform lives and communities.

A library card opens a world of infinite possibilities 
through resources and services that give students 
the tools to succeed in school and beyond. From 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics) programs and family storytimes, to 
makerspaces and in-person or virtual homework 
help, libraries transform lives through education.

Pick up an application at any YCL location or down-
load one online.

To get a library card, please bring the completed appli-
cation and current proof of identity and residency to 
any Library location. Library cards are free to anyone 
who lives, works, or owns property in York County. 
Visit yclibrary.org/library-cards for more information 
on our Library card policy. Library cards can be used 
at all York County Library locations (Main Library – 
Rock Hill, Clover, Fort Mill, Lake Wylie and York) and 
the Bookmobile, as well as all SCLENDS libraries.

Here are a few of the free and fun educational 
resources and activities offered this fall by York 
County Library:

• Brainfuse is an online tutoring service offering 
help from real, live tutors, with powerful 
tools for learning, writing assistance, and test 
preparation for students and learners of all ages. 
Live tutors are available daily from 2–11 p.m. 

• LearningExpress Library is a comprehensive 
collection of test-preparation tools, skill-building 
materials, and other education, career and life 
skills resources for children, teens, and adults of 
all ages. Provided by Discus. 

• Makerspace Mania: Tuesday, July 9, 6–7 p.m. 
Get creative! We will supply the materials and 
project ideas. You supply the imagination and 
have some fun. Ages 5–11. Register online or call 
981-5888, Main Library, Rock Hill. 

• STEAM Wars: Thursday, July 18 & 25, 3–4:30 
p.m., Teens will compete in Star Wars inspired 
STEAM challenges. May the Force be with you! 
Ages 11–17. Register online or call 831-7774, 
Lake Wylie Library ( July 18) or 547-4114, Fort Mill 
Library ( July 25).



READING WITH FRIENDS AT THE SHELTER
York County Library and the York County Animal 
Shelter have teamed up to offer a new volunteer 
program that benefits children and animals. Book 
Buddies is a program geared towards helping chil-
dren with their reading skills while also making dogs 
and cats more adoptable.

Young readers, 
ages 7-11, first 
go through an 
initial orien-
tation at the 
Library and 
then take their 
favorite book 
at a designated 
time to read 
aloud to dogs 
and cats at the 
shelter. Reading 
to the animals 
nurtures empa-
thy in children 
and gives them 
a chance to read 

to someone without judgement. For the animals, it 
brings comfort and reduces stress.

The first training was a huge success, with 15 children 
and their parents attending. During that training, the 
Library was honored to present the shelter a dona-
tion of $1,000 to help take care of the animals of York 
County. The Library was awarded the money from 
Mark Cuban and Zoobean for its participation in the 
2019 Winter Reading Challenge.

On June 6, children and their parents met at the 
shelter and read to timid cats who quietly listened 
and happy dogs who barked excitedly from all the 
attention. Some spent their entire hour with one 
animal, while others visited multiple animals. For 
all that attended, it was a magical experience that 
created connections with people and animals. It also 
provided an opportunity for children to be involved 
in their community.

Upcoming trainings for the fall will be announced 
soon so that more children can be involved in the 
program. For more information, check the Events 
Calendar at yclibrary.org.

Beamer’s Back to School Kick-Off Returns!
York County Library has many re-
sources to help students of all ages 
have a successful school year. We 
are showcasing those resources at 
Beamer’s Back to School Kick-Off! 

Join us and our community partners 
for a variety of fun activities, includ-
ing robotics, face-painting, games, 
and more! Participants will receive 
free school supplies, while they 
last, and one entry into a drawing 
for book bags — stuffed with more 
school supplies!

The Kick-Off will be held Saturday, 
August 10, from 9–11 a.m. at the Main 
Library in Rock Hill. The fun doesn’t 
stop there! Our branches have also 
planned back to school events:

• York Public Library: 
Back to School Celebration 
August 9, 4–6 p.m.

• Fort Mill Public 
Library: Back to 
School Jubilee 
August 15, 3–5 
p.m. 

• Lake Wylie Pub-
lic Library: 
Back to School 
Ice Cream Social 
and Music 
August 16, 1–3 
p.m. 

• Clover Public 
Library: Back to 
School Bonanza 
August 16, 3–5 
p.m.

No registration is 
required!

Special thanks to the Friends of the 
York County Library for sponsoring 
this fun event!



Mango: Learn a Language ... Anytime, Anywhere!
YCL offers the only personalized, adaptive 
language-learning experience that provides 
the tools and guidance you need to expand 
your language skills wherever and however 
you learn best. 
 
Our favorite Mango features include:

• Real-world conversations that won’t leave 
you lost in translation 

• Voice Comparison for matching your pro-
nunciation with native-speaker audio 

• Listening and Reading Activities for reinforc-
ing learned material and building new skills 

• Personalized Review System that adapts to 

your individual learning pathway 

• Culture Notes for unique insights into dif-
ferent cultures 

Download the free Mango app from the App 
Store or Play Store, or visit our Virtual Library 
at yclibrary.org/all-resources.

Take your Library 
with you!
Discover YCL’s online “Virtual 
Library” for access to fast, reli-
able research resources! With 
a Library card, you can access 
free e-books, audiobooks, 
movies, music, and magazines 
from your phone, tablet, e-
reader, or computer. Here are 
just a few digital services pro-
vided by York County Library:

NEW! 
Creativebug
Features a library of award-
winning, on-trend arts and 
crafts instructional videos pro-
viding inspiration and expert 
guidance. New users must cre-
ate an account upon first login.

Freegal Music
Offers access to over 15 mil-
lion songs from over 40,000 
music labels. Download three 
Freegal® MP3s each week and 
stream 5 hours of music per 
day free, with no software to 
download or digital rights man-
agement (DRM) restrictions.

Hoopla
Provides movies, TV shows, 
music, audiobooks, e-books, 
and comics for your TV, desk-
top, and mobile devices. A valid 
Library card and email are 
required. Content may be re-
newed within 24 hours of due 
date. Renewals count toward 
your three monthly borrows.

OverDrive
Delivers best-selling and clas-

sic e-books and digital audio-
books anytime, anywhere for 
your computer, tablet, smart-
phone, or e-reader. Enjoy 
many titles immediately online 
or easily download them with 
the free OverDrive or Libby 
app for mobile devices.

RBdigital
Combines e-book and audio-
book titles, including bestsellers 
and exclusives, full-color digi-
tal magazines, and streaming 
video, including concerts, Span-
ish-language shows, indie flicks, 
and the Great Courses for your 
desktop and mobile devices.

For a list of all of our digital 
offerings and resources, visit 
yclibrary.org/downloads and 
yclibrary.org/research.

DISCOVER THE YCL VIRTUAL LIBRARY



Don’t miss out on the 2019 Universe 
of Stories Summer Learning Chal-
lenge! Sign up at yclibrary.org or 
any York County Library location 
through Friday, July 26, complete 
the challenge, and receive fun prizes 
for all ages while helping us reach 
our goal of 7,250,000 minutes read. 
As part of the Summer Learning 
Challenge, the Library will also be 
offering free family performances 
by a variety of exciting performing 
artists. Here’s a look at July’s line-up:

• July 9–12: Spaced Out on Books 
with Fish the Magish 
Get ready to blast off for a sum-
mer of reading fun at your li-
brary. You will get "Spaced Out 
on Books" as Fish the Magish 
explores the universe through 
magic. You are the stars of the 
show! 

• July 16–19: Chicken Little by Pork-
chop Productions 
Join Chicken Little, Henny Penny, 
and the rest of the gang on their 
quest to tell the King (and we do 
mean "The King!") that the sky is 
falling and save the town from im-
minent disaster. Big laughs, unfor-

gettable characters, and a lesson 
in following the rules highlight this 
fan favorite! 

• July 23–26: Space Between and 
Beyond by DRUM4WORK 
Multi-ethnic percussionist and 
teaching artist Jeff Holland will 
lead your rocking musical tour, 
filled with exciting beats to keep 

you moving and grooving. Discov-
er how the path of the drum took 
Jeff around the globe searching for 
sounds that rock the world, then 
get ready to jam in a Facilitated 
Interactive Rhythm experience!

No registration is required for these 
events, but seating is limited. Visit 
yclibrary.org for times, locations, 
and details. The Summer Learning 
Challenge is generously sponsored 
by Friends of the York County 
Library.

Thanks also to our contributors: Ad-
venture Air, Brixx Pizza, Burger King, 
Carowinds, Charlotte Knights, Chick-
Fil-A, City of Rock Hill, Culture and 
Heritage Museums, Firehouse Subs, 
Kate’s Skating Center, Kennedy Space 
Center, Kidcreate Studio, McAlister’s 
Deli, Moe’s Southwest Grill, Oriental 
Trading Company, Papa John’s Pizza, 
Publix, Rock Hill Police Department, 
Sonic Drive-In, Texas Roadhouse, Vir-
gin Bean Coffee Company, and York 
Police Department.

SUMMER LEARNING: FREE FAMILY PERFORMANCES

LAKE WYLIE LIBRARY CELEBRATES 30 YEARS
Lake Wylie Library turned 30 on May 6! To celebrate, the staff 
held an open house "birthday party" with a building tour, 
balloons, and, of course, cake. Guests enjoyed learning about 
new and upcoming changes to their Library, seeing photos 
of it through the years, and getting a first-hand look at the 
recent improvements.

CONGRATULATIONS, FRIENDS BOOKS ON MAIN!
Friends Books on Main celebrated its third anniversary in 
April! The store, operated by the Friends of the York County 
Library, features thousands of donated books, DVDs, audio-
books, and CDs, priced from $1–3. See the selection at 206 
E. Main Street in Old Town Rock Hill, Thursdays – Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.–4 p.m.



New Policy Expands 
HotSpot Services
YCL has expanded our services 
for Mobile HotSpots to meet 
increased demand.

• HotSpots can now be placed on 
hold.

• Holds will expire after seven 
days.

• HotSpots can be checked out 
for two weeks, with no renew-
als, by any York County resident 
18 years old or older with a YCL 
Library card. 

• Patrons must be in good stand-
ing with the Library and have 

no fines above $10 on their 
account. 

• HotSpots may not be checked 
out again by the cardholder re-
turning the device for a 24-hour 
period.

For the latest updates on Mobile 
HotSpots, visit yclibrary.org/
hotspots.

PROJECT OUTCOME:
Let us know how we're doing!
York County Library is participat-
ing in the American Library Asso-
ciation’s Project Outcome initia-
tive, using surveys to learn how 
effective our Summer Learning 
programming is overall. We are 
also collecting information on 
the Library's impact in your com-
munity and how we can improve 
our outreach efforts.

The surveys are divided into three 
categories, including parents/
caregivers, teens, and adults, and 
are available at each YCL branch 
and online at yclibrary.org/slc. We 
hope you will participate and help 
us make a difference.

The new York County Library Bookmobile has 
arrived! YCL received a Large Competitive 
Grant last year to assist with the purchase of a 
new Bookmobile, which was publicly unveiled 
at Rock Hill's Come-See-Me Parade, April 4.

A ribbon-cutting and open house were held at 
the Main Library on National Bookmobile Day, 
April 10, and the new vehicle has since been 
busy making stops across York County.

The artwork featured on the vehicle's sides is 
by Will Hillenbrand, noted author and illustra-
tor of more than 50 children's books. 

For a schedule of upcoming Bookmobile stops, 
visit yclibrary.org/outreach.

This Bookmobile was made possible by a Library 
Services and Technology Act grant from the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library Services administered 
by the South Carolina State Library.

Visit the New Bookmobile!



York County Main Library
138 East Black Street, Rock Hill 
803-981-5858 

Clover Public Library 
107 Knox Street 
803-222-3474

Fort Mill Public Library 
1818 Second Baxter Crossing 
803-547-4114

Lake Wylie Public Library 
185 Blucher Circle 
803-831-7774

York Public Library  
21 East Liberty Street 
803-684-3751

Bookmobile 
Serving over 50 locations. 
803-981-5842

www.yclibrary.org
Search the catalog, renew 
books, place holds, and more.

Closing Notices
Main Library in Rock Hill:
• Closes at 5 p.m. July 3. 

Sunday hours will resume 
September 8. 

All York County Libraries:
• Closed July 4; August 19; and 

August 31 – September 2.

Connect with Us
Published quarterly by York 
County Library. Email your 
questions or comments to 
jamie.edwards@yclibrary.org.

On September 27, YCL will pres-
ent New York Times Bestselling 
Author Lisa Wingate for a dis-
cussion of her newest book and 
blockbuster hit Before We Were 
Yours. For readers of Orphan 
Train and The Nightingale, Before 
We Were Yours has been called a 
“thought-provoking [and] com-
plex tale about two families, two 
generations apart."

Based on one of America’s most 
notorious real-life scandals — in 
which Georgia Tann, director of a 
Memphis-based adoption organi-
zation, kidnapped and sold poor 
children to wealthy families all 
over the country — Lisa Wingate’s 
riveting, wrenching, and ultimate-
ly uplifting tale reminds us how, 
even though the paths we take 
can lead to many places, the heart 
never forgets where we belong.

Before We Were Yours remained on 
the New York Times Bestseller List 
for a year, was Publishers Weekly’s 
#3 longest running bestseller of 
2017, and was voted by readers as 
the 2017 Goodreads Choice Award 
winner for historical fiction. The 
novel has been a book club favor-
ite worldwide and to date has sold 
over one million copies.

This special event will include 
a booktalk, question and an-
swer session, and book signing. 
Lisa will also have copies of her 
books available to purchase at 
the event. This event is free to 
the public, although reservations 
may be required. The location is 
to be determined; please watch 
yclibrary.org and lisawingate.com 
for updates.

Lisa Wingate is a former journal-
ist, inspirational speaker, and 
bestselling author of more than 

20 novels. Her work has won 
or been nominated for many 
awards, including the Pat Conroy 
Southern Book Prize, the Oklaho-
ma Book Award, the Utah Library 
Award, the Carol Award, the 
Christy Award, and the RT Book-
lovers Reviewer’s Choice Award.

The group Americans for More 
Civility, a kindness watchdog 
organization, selected Lisa along 
with six others as recipients of 
the National Civics Award, which 
celebrates public figures who 
work to promote greater kind-
ness and civility in American life. 
Booklist summed up her work 
by saying, “Lisa Wingate is, quite 
simply, a master storyteller.”

Lisa writes her stories at home 
in Texas where she is part of the 
Wingate clan of tall tale tellers. 
Lisa believes that stories can 
change the world.

MEET NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR 

LISA WINGATE


